
Book List 1 

 

 

Salma the Syrian Chef by Danny 
Ramadan 
  
Grades primary to 2 
  
All Salma wants is to make her 
mama smile again. Between 
English classes, job interviews, and 
missing Papa back in Syria, Mama 
always seems busy or sad. A 
homemade Syrian meal might 
cheer her up, but Salma doesn’t 
know the recipe, or what to call 
the vegetables in English, or where 
to find the right spices! Luckily, the 
staff and other newcomers at the 
Welcome Center are happy to lend 
a hand—and a sprinkle of sumac. 
 
With creativity, determination, 
and charm, Salma brings her new 
friends together to show Mama 
that even though things aren’t 
perfect, there is cause for hope 
and celebration. 



 

Lailah’s Lunchbox: A Ramadan 
Story by Reem Faruqi 
  
Grade 4 
  
In LAILAH’S LUNCHBOX, Lailah is in 
a new school in a new country, 
thousands of miles from her old 
home, and missing her old friends. 
When Ramadan begins, she is 
excited that she is finally old 
enough to participate in the 
fasting but worried that her 
classmates won’t understand why 
she doesn’t join them in the 
lunchroom. Lailah solves her 
problem with help from the school 
librarian and her teacher and in 
doing so learns that she can make 
new friends who respect her 
beliefs. 

 

A Friend Like You by Frank 
Murphy and Charnaie Gordon 
  
Grade 2 
  

  
"There's nothing in the world like a 
wonderful friend. Friends are 
there to laugh with you and ready 
with a hug when you need one. 
Adventure friends and study 
friends. There are forever friends 
and brand new friends. In this 
book, celebrate ALL the marvelous 
ways to be a friend! 



 

The Shape of Home by Rashin 
Kheiriyen 
  
Grade primary to 2 
  
It's Rashin's first day of school in 
America! Everything is a different 
shape than what she's used to: 
from the foods on her breakfast 
plate to the letters in the books! 
And the kids' families are from all 
over! 
 
The new teacher asks each child to 
imagine the shape of home on a 
map. Rashin knows right away 
what she'll say: Iran looks like a 
cat! What will the other kids say? 
What about the country YOUR 
family is originally from? Is it 
shaped like an apple? A boot? A 
torch? 
 
Open this book to join Rashin in 
discovering the true things that 
shape a place called home. 



 

A Cool Drink of Water by Barbara 
Kerley 
  
Grades primary to 3 
  
An Italian boy sips from a fountain 
in the town square. A hiker takes 
a refreshing drink from a mountain 
stream. Black-robed women in 
India stride gracefully through a 
field with brass water jugs 
balanced on their heads. Whether 
they squeeze it out of a burlap 
bag, haul it home from a 
communal tap, or get it out of 
their kitchen faucet, people all 
around the world are unified by 
their common need for water.  

 

 

The Dragon’s Tears by  
Manju Gregory and Guo Le  
  
Grades 1 to 3 
  
This moving folk story tells how 
the twenty four lakes of the River 
Min came to be called the 
Dragon’s Tears. When Chin Wah 
releases a golden fish he is 
rewarded with the gift of a magic 
pearl. But this is when his troubles 
begin... 
A classic Chinese tale about luck, 
magic, greed, tragedy, and 
reconciliation has much scope for 
discussion. 
  
Available in the following 
languages: Albanian, Arabic, 
Bengali, Chinese, Czech, French, 
Gujarati, Portuguese, Punjabi, 
Serbo_Croat, Somali, Tamil, 



Turkish, Urdu and Vietnamese. 
  

 

 

 
 

CrossCan Educational Services: 
 Animal Math: Dolphin 

Doubles  
 Animal Math: Fractions 

with Fish 

 Animal Math: Patterns 
with Pandas   

 Animal Math: Sorting with 
Snakes 

 Animal Math: Tell Time 
with Turtles 

 Let's Have Fun with 
Shapes  

 Math is Everywhere: Math 
by the Ocean  

 First Math: Patterns 
 First Math: Shapes 
 Same and Different 
 First Concepts: Sort it by 

Color 
 First Concepts: Sort it by 

Size 

 First Concepts: Sort it by 
Sound 

 First Concepts: Sort it by 
Texture 

 First Concepts: Sort it by 
Weight 

 Time by Brenda McHale 



 Two-Digit Numbers with 
Tadpoles 

  

 

Home is in Between by Mitali 
Perkins 
  
Grades primary to 1 
  
Shanti misses the warm monsoon 
rains in India. Now in America, she 
watches fall leaves fly past her 
feet. Still, her family’s apartment 
feels like a village: Mama cooking 
luchi, funny stories in Bangla, and 
Baba’s big laugh. But outside, 
everything is different – trick-or-
treating, ballet class, and English 
books. 
 
Back and forth, Shanti trudges 
between her two worlds. She 
remembers her village and learns 
her new town. She watches 
Bollywood movies at home and 
Hollywood movies with her 
friends. She is Indian. She is also 
American. How should she define 
home? 



 

A Gift for Abuelita: Celebrating 
the Day of the Dead / Un regalo 
para Abuelita: En celebracion del 
Día de los Muertos by Nancy 
Luenn 
 
Grades primary to 5 

 
This affectionate picture book 
reveals Rosita's sense of loss when 
her grandmother dies, and how 
the family works together on the 
Day of the Dead to restore the 
healing power of remembrance.  

 

 

My Family, Your Family! by 
Kathryn Cole 

 
Grade primary 

 
There is no one size fits all when it 
comes to families. They can be 
large or small, blended, or shared, 
here, or there. The families in this 
book might have one dad or two 
moms. They might have 
grandparents or not. No brothers 
or sisters, or a lot! Your family or 
my family, whatever it's like, it's 
the perfect fit. The only tradition 
that matters in these families is 
that they love each other. 



 

Room For Everyone by Naaz Khan 

 
Grades primary to 3 

 
The dala dala rumbles and roars as 
Musa and Dada drive off to the 
shore—but the bus stops for 
multiple detours: “Do you need a 
ride? It’s hotter than peppers out 
there in the sun! Come in, there’s 
room for everyone!” One stop 
becomes two stops which soon 
becomes ten, and Musa wonders 
when it will end: “How can any 
more people get in? We’re already 
smushed like sardines in a tin!” But 
there's always room for one more, 
if you make the room, which is the 
heartwarming take-away from this 
bouncy, joyous tale in rhyme. 

 

My First Bilingual Book – Feelings  

 
Grade primary 

 
Transient childhood emotions can 
sometimes be difficult to pin down 
and discuss. Featuring a two-page 
spread for each feeling, this title 
equips readers with the words to 
express themselves in both English 
and another language.  

 
Available in the following 
languages: Arabic, Bengali, 

Chinese, Farsi, French, German, 
Italian, Japanese, Korean, Polish, 
Portuguese, Russian, Somali, 
Spanish, Turkish, Urdu, and 
Vietnamese. 



 

My First Bilingual Book – School 

 
Grade primary 

 
Bilingual book on school. This 
collection combines photographs, 
bright illustrations, and dual-
language words in clear, bold text. 

 
Available in the following 
languages: 
Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, Farsi, 
French, German, Italian, Korean, 
Polish, Portuguese, Russian, 
Somali, Spanish, Turkish, Urdu, 
and Vietnamese. 
 

 

My First Bilingual Book – Sports 
 
Grade primary 

 
Bilingual book on sports. This 
collection combines photographs, 
bright illustrations, and dual-
language words in clear, bold text. 

 
Available in the following 
languages: 
Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, Farsi, 
French 
German, Italian, Korean, Polish, 
Portuguese, Russian, Somali, 
Spanish, 
Turkish, Urdu, and Vietnamese. 



 

Shreya's Very Own Style by Suhani 
Parikh 

 
Grades primary to 4 

 
Though Shreya is a champion on 
the soccer field, the coolest 
scientist at her school and dances 
like a star, she just can't seem to 
figure out how else to style her 
hair. After all, how would she 
explain the patches on her head 
with no hair at all? 

 

Grandpa Across the Ocean by 
Hyewon Yum 

 
Grades primary to 3 

 
Grandpa lives on the other side of 
the ocean. 
 
He takes naps all the time. He eats 
different foods. He speaks an 
unfamiliar language. His house is 
the most boring place on Earth! 
 
Or is it? A little time together just 
might reveal that Grandpa is also a 
great singer, an energetic 
sandcastle builder, and a 
troublemaker . . . just like his 
grandson! 



 

Every Night is Pizza Night by J. 
Kenji Lopez-Alt 

 
Grades primary to 3 

 
Pipo thinks that pizza is the best. 
No, Pipo knows that pizza is the 
best. It is scientific fact. But when 
she sets out on a neighborhood-
spanning quest to prove it, she 
discovers that "best" might not 
mean what she thought it meant. 
Join Pipo as she cooks new foods 
with her friends Eugene, Farah, 
Dakota, and Ronnie and Donnie. 
Each eating experiment delights 
and stuns her taste buds. Is a 
family recipe for bibimbap better 
than pizza? What about a 
Moroccan tagine that reminds you 
of home? Or is the best food in the 
world the kind of food you share 
with the people you love? 

 

Nina Soni, Master of the Garden 
by Kashmira Sheth 

 
Grades 2 to 5 

 
It's Take Your Child to Work Day, 
and Nina, Kavita, and Jay are all 
going to work with Mom, a 
landscape architect, to learn how 
to start a garden. Naturally that's 
not enough for Nina, who quickly 
develops big plans for a business 
selling the vegetables she plans to 
grow. But her plans don't include 
managing the problems that 
inevitably arise, including rabbits, 
slugs, mosquitos, and more! 

 



 

Nina Soni, Halloween Queen by 
Kashmira Sheth 

 
Grades 2 to 5 

 
Halloween brings out Nina Soni's 
competitive spirit. Her friend Jay 
has a great costume planned, so--
of course--Nina has to come up 
with an even better idea. A bunch 
of old boxes in the basement 
inspires her to create an 
impressively scary haunted house, 
for which she can charge 
admission. So what could possibly 
go wrong for the Halloween 
Queen. 
  

 

Playing War by Kathy Beckwith 

 
Grades 2 to 5 

 
One hot summer day Luke and his 
friends decide to play their 
favorite game of war, using sticks 
for guns and pinecones for bombs 
and grenades. Sameer, who hasn't 
lived in their neighborhood for 
very long, hesitates to join in. 
When he tells Luke and Jen and 
Jeff and Danny that he has been in 
a real war, they don't believe him. 
"No way! You haven't told us 
anything about that! A real war? 
Did they let kids be soldiers? Did 
you have an M-16?" Then, as 
Sameer explains what happened 
to his family, the other children 
start to see their game in a new 
light. While Playing War is a book 
about understanding what war can 
be like for families, and that it's 
not a game, it's also a sensitive 
story about the power of 
friendship and how children can 



learn from one another. 

 

Bindu’s Bindis by Supriya Kelkar 

 
Grades primary to 2 

 
This charming picture book is 
about a little girl who loves her 
bindis (and the many creative 
shapes they come in!). The bindis 
are also a connection to her Nani 
who lives in India. When Nani 
comes to visit Bindu and brings the 
bindis to her, it is just in time to 
wear something new to the school 
talent show. Bindu and Nani work 
together to shine their brightest 
and embrace their sparkle, even 
when they stand out from the 
crowd. 

 

Find Om by Rashmi S. Bismark 

 
Grade primary to 1 

 
Finding Om is an award-winning 
illustrated children's book that 
shares the story of Anu, an Indian 
African girl who explores the 
mantra Om with her beloved 
grandfather, Appuppa. Through 
this story, she begins to uncover 
techniques of mindfulness that 
readers can explore along with 
her.  



 

Harini & Padmini Say Namaste by 
Amy Marenville 

 
Grades 1 to 2 

 
Join Harini and Padmini for yoga! 
Miss Janani will teach the class 
about the ancient spiritual history 
of yoga, along with some asanas 
(poses). It's Padmini's first yoga 
class, and she doesn't know most 
of the poses, but she cannot wait 
to learn.  

 

My Name is Yoon by Helen 
Recorvits 

 
Grades primary to 3 

 
Yoon's name means Shining 
Wisdom, and when she writes it in 
Korean, it looks happy, like 
dancing figures. But her father tells 
her that she must learn to write it 
in English. In English, all the lines 
and circles stand alone, which is 
just how Yoon feels in the United 
States. Yoon isn't sure that she 
wants to be YOON. At her new 
school, she tries out different 
names – maybe CAT or BIRD. 
Maybe CUPCAKE! 

 



 

I Dream of Popo by Livia 
Blackburne 

 
Grades 2 to 6 

 
When a young girl and her family 
emigrate from Taiwan to America, 
she leaves behind her beloved 
popo, her grandmother. She 
misses her popo every day, but 
even if their visits are fleeting, 
their love is ever true and strong.  

 

 

Kiyoshi's Walk by Mark Karlins 

  
Grades 2 to 6 

  
After Kiyoshi watches his 
grandfather, Eto, compose his 
delicate haiku, he wonders out 
loud: Where do poems come 
from? His grandfather answers by 
taking him on a walk through their 
city, where they see a cat perched 
on a hill of oranges; hear the 
fluttering of wings; imagine what's 
behind a tall wall; and discuss their 
walk, with each incident inspiring a 
wonderful new haiku from Eto. As 
Kiyoshi discovers that poems come 
from the way the world outside of 
us meets the world within each of 
us, he also finds the courage to 
write a haiku of his own.  



 

Super Satya Saves the Day by 
Raakhee Mirchandani 

  
Grades primary to 2 

  
Super Satya is ready to have a 
super day, including finally 
conquering the tallest slide in 
Hoboken. But her day takes a not-
so-super turn when she realizes 
her superhero cape is stuck at the 
dry cleaner. Will she be able to 
face her fears, help her friends, 
and be the true hero everyone 
knows she is? 

 

Queen of Physics: How Wu Chien 
Shiung Helped Unlock the Secrets 
of the Atom by Teresa Robeson 

 
Grades primary to 6 

 
When Wu Chien Shiung was born 
in China 100 years ago, most girls 
did not attend school; no one 
considered them as smart as boys. 
But her parents felt differently. 
Giving her a name meaning 
“Courageous Hero,” they 
encouraged her love of learning 
and science. This engaging 
biography follows Wu Chien 
Shiung as she battles sexism and 
racism to become 
what Newsweek magazine called 
the “Queen of Physics” for her 
work on beta decay. Along the 
way, she earned the admiration of 
famous scientists like Enrico Fermi 
and Robert Oppenheimer and 
became the first woman hired as 
an instructor by Princeton 
University, the first woman elected 
President of the American Physical 
Society, the first scientist to have 
an asteroid named after her when 



she was still alive, and many other 
honors. 
  

 

Dim Sum for Everyone! by Grace 
Lin 

  
Grades primary to 3 

  
In English, dim sum means “little 
hearts,” or “touches the heart,” 
but to this young girl, dim sum 
means delicious. On a visit to a 
bustling dim sum restaurant, a 
family picks their favorite little 
dishes from the steaming trolleys 
filled with dumplings, cakes, buns, 
and tarts. And as is traditional and 
fun, they share their food with 
each other so that everyone gets a 
bite of everything. 

 

Under the Ramadan Moon by 
Sylvia Whitman 

  
Grades primary to 5 

  
Ramadan is one of the most 
special months of the Islamic year, 
when Muslims pray, fast, and help 
those in need. The lyrical story, 
with luminous illustrations, serves 
as an introduction to Ramadan—a 
time for reflection and ritual with 
family and friends. A detailed note 
about Ramadan is included. 



 

Golden Domes and Silver 
Lanterns: A Muslim Book of 
Colors by Hena Khan 

  
Grades primary to 2 

  
From a red prayer rug to a blue 
hijab, everyday colors are given 
special meaning as young readers 
learn about clothing, food, and 
other important elements of 
Islamic culture, with a young 
Muslim girl as a guide. 

 

Bilal Cooks Daal by Aisha Saeed 

  
Grades primary to 2 

  
Bilal wants to introduce his friends 
to daal. As the tasty dish simmers, 
Bilal begins to wonder: Will his 
friends like it as much as he does? 

 

Amy Wu and the Perfect Bao by 
Kat Zhang 

  
Grades primary to 3 

  
Meet the funny, fierce, and 
fearless Amy Wu, who is 
determined to make a perfect bao 
bun today. Can she rise to the 
occasion? 
 
Amy loves to make bao with her 
family. But it takes skill to make 
the bao taste and look delicious. 
And her bao keep coming out all 
wrong. 
 
Then she has an idea that may give 
her a second chance…Will Amy 



ever make the perfect bao? 

  

 

Sweet People Are Everywhere by 
Alice Walker 

  
Grades primary to 8 

  
Sweet People Are Everywhere, an 
illustrated picture book featuring a 
poem by internationally renowned 
writer and activist Alice Walker, is 
a powerful celebration of 
humanity. The poem addresses a 
young boy getting his first 
passport, taking the boy––and the 
reader––on a journey through a 
series of countries around the 
globe where “sweet people” can 
be found. 

 

The Rainbow Fish by Marcus 
Pfister 

  
Grades primary to 3 

  
The Rainbow Fish is an 
international bestseller and a 
modern classic. Eye-catching 
foilstamping, glittering on every 
page, offers instant child-appeal, 
but it is the universal message at 
the heart of this simple story 
about a beautiful fish, who learns 
to make friends by sharing his 
most prized possessions, that gives 
the book its lasting value. 
  
Available in the following 
languages: Arabic, Chinese, 
French, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Korean, Russian, Spanish, and 
Vietnamese.  



 

Guddu’s Photo by Nandini Nayar 

  
Grades primary to 1 

  
Guddu’s mother wants to take a 
photo of him. But Guddu will not 
smile! Toys come to life to help.  

  
Available in the following 
language: Bengali, Gujarati, 
Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, 
Tamil, and Telugu. 

 

Broken Butterfly Wings / Alas De 
Mariposa Rotas (English and 
Spanish Edition) by Raquel M. Ortiz 

  
Grades primary to 3 

  
Gabriela is super excited when her 
gift from Titi Sylvia finally arrives. 
She loves the colorful, glittery 
butterfly wings! She stands in the 
middle of her room and flaps and 
flaps her new wings, but nothing 
happens. She jumps off her bed, 
vigorously moving the wings up 
and down, but again, nada. She 
hops down the hallway and the 
stairs, but she still can't fly! 
Disappointed, Gabriela goes to the 
garage, digs into her father's 
toolbox and sets about trying to fix 
the broken butterfly wings. Maybe 
she can add a battery or an engine. 
Her father has a better idea, 
though, and encourages her to 
close her eyes and think about 
where she would like to fly. Soon 
she is envisioning El Yunque, a 
rainforest on the island of Puerto 
Rico that is full of tall green trees, 
humming waterfalls and chattering 
birds. She can even hear the coqui, 
a tiny tree frog that lives only on 
the island, singing its special song: 
coqui-coqui.  



 

Blackboard by Urmila Shastry 

  
Grades primary to 1 

  
The pages in this unique book 
work in pairs, with the picture on 
the left suggesting stories that 
children can develop on their own 
using the verbal and visual clues 
on the right. It is available in 
English and Marathi. 

 

Purple Jojo by Sameera Zia 
Qureshi 

  
Grades primary to 1 

  
One day, Jojo the dog wakes up to 
find purple spots on his body. 
"Bowwow!" says Jojo. Where did 
they come from? Jojo sets off on a 
search...  

  
Available in the following 
languages: Gujarati, Malayalam, 
Tamil, Telugu, and Bengali. 

 

Accordionly: Abuelo and Opa 
Make Music by Michael Genhart 

  
Grades pre-primary to 2 

  
When both grandpas, Abuelo and 
Opa, visit at the same time, they 
can't understand each other's 
language and there is a lot of 
silence. The grandson's clever 
thinking helps find a way for 
everyone to share the day 
together as two cultures become 
one family. This unique book 
includes a bonus fold-out and a 
note from the author sharing the 
true story of his own family.  
  



 

Too Shy to Say Hi by Shannon 
Anderson 

  
Grades 1 to 2 

  
Making friends can be tough, but 
this rhyming picture book will help 
navigate difficulties of shyness and 
social anxiety. Shelli used to be 
pretty content in her little world, 
thinking that her pet friends with 
feathers, fins, and fur were 
enough. Her bird would keep her 
company at home, her fish would 
hideaway in his cave, and her dog 
was the social butterfly of the 
neighborhood. But now, Shelli is 
determined to try to make friends 
with kids at school. 



 

The Last Stop On Market Street by 
Matt de la Pena  

  
Grades primary to 3 

  
"Sometimes when you're 
surrounded by dirt, CJ, you're a 
better witness for what's 
beautiful." 
 
CJ begins his weekly bus journey 
around the city with 
disappointment and 
dissatisfaction, wondering why he 
and his family can't drive a car like 
his friends. Through energy and 
encouragement, CJ's nana helps 
him see the beauty and fun in their 
routine. 
 
Last Stop on Market Street has 
won multiple awards and spent 
time at the number one spot in the 
New York Times Bestseller List. 

  

 

Round is a Tortilla: A Book of 
Shapes by Roseanne Thong 

  
Grades primary to 1 

  
Round are tortillas and tacos, too 
Round is a bowl of abuela's stew. 
In this lively picture book, children 
discover a world of shapes all 
around them: Rectangles are ice-
cream carts and stone metates, 
triangles are slices of watermelon 
and quesadillas. Many of the 
featured objects are Latino in 
origin, but all are universal in 
appeal. 



 

The Ocean Calls: A Haenyeo 
Mermaid Story by Tina Cho 

  
Grades primary to 3 

  
Dayeon wants to be a haenyeo just 
like Grandma. The haenyeo dive 
off the coast of Jeju Island to pluck 
treasures from the sea--
generations of Korean women 
have done so for centuries. To 
Dayeon, the haenyeo are as strong 
and graceful as mermaids. To give 
her strength, Dayeon eats 
Grandma's abalone porridge. She 
practices holding her breath while 
they do the dishes. And when 
Grandma suits up for her next 
dive, Dayeon grabs her suit, 
flippers, and goggles. A scary 
memory of the sea keeps Dayeon 
clinging to the shore, but with 
Grandma's guidance, Dayeon 
comes to appreciate the ocean's 
many gifts. 

 

Dumpling Day by Meera Sriram 

  
Grades 2 to 6 

  
Savor a rhyming celebration of one 
of the world’s most universal 
foods! Readers follow ten diverse 
families as they cook dumplings 
inside their homes in preparation 
for a neighborhood potluck. 
Dumplings are added to plates one 
by one, encouraging children to 
count with each new addition. 
Authentic recipes for all the 
dumplings and a map showing 
their regions of origin are included 
in the endnotes. 



 

B is for Bangkok by Janet Brown 

 
Grades 1 to 5. 
Ride on a boat to get to school? 
Learn to dance with your fingers 
bending like melting chocolate 
bars? Eat your breakfast on the 
street? Bring garlands of flowers to 
your spirit house? Snack on 
luscious, spiky, stinky durian? A 
day in the life of one of the world’s 
most magical places unfolds in 
paintings drenched in the color 
and nonstop motion of Thailand’s 
capital city. From a monk’s 
morning blessing to the scurry of 
geckos at night, from splendid 
temples to traditional canal 
houses, from glittering royal 
barges that bring history to life to 
trains speeding through the sky 
past soaring high-rise buildings, B 
is for Bangkok reveals the 
kaleidoscopic beauty of a city that 
makes every day an adventure for 
the children who live there—or 
dream of living there. With 
bilingual English-Thai text. 

 

Hiss! Pop! Boom! Celebrating 
Chinese New Year by Tricia 
Morrissey 

 
Grades 1 to 5.  

 
Hiss! and Pop! snap the 
firecrackers. Boom! says the drum 
to the Lion Dancer. Chinese New 
Year is here! Beautiful Chinese 
brush painting and elegant 
calligraphy illustrate each moment 
of the New Year celebration.  

 



 

One is a Pinata by Roseanne 
Greenfield Thong  

Grades primary to 6 

Filled with bright and colorful 
images that makes counting 
objects a party. 
Includes numbers 1 through 10 in 
English and Spanish and 
incorporates Spanish words into 
the rhyming text. 

 

Juna’s Jar by Jane Bahk 

Grades 2 to 4 

Juna and her best friend, Hector, 
have many adventures together, 
and they love to collect things in 
empty kimchi jars. Then one day, 
Hector unexpectedly moves away 
without having a chance to say 
good-bye. Juna is heartbroken and 
left to wonder who will on go on 
adventures with her. Determined 
to find Hector, Juna turns to her 
special kimchi jar for help each 
night. She plunges into the depths 
of the ocean, swings on vines 
through the jungle, and flies 
through the night sky in search of 
her friend. What Juna finds is that 
adventure--and new friends--can 
be found in the most unexpected 
places. 



 

I Am Brown by Ashok Banker 

Grades primary to 2 

I am brown. I am beautiful. I am 
perfect. I designed this computer. I 
ran this race. I won this prize. I 
wrote this book. A joyful 
celebration of the skin you're in--
of being brown, of being amazing, 
of being you. 

 

Word Travelers – The Mystery of 
the Taj Mahal Treasure by Raj 
Haldar  

 
Grade 4 

 
Eddie and Molly-Jean are next 
door neighbors and best friends. 
One Saturday, Eddie's mom sends 
him up to the attic to get his great-
grandpa's most prized possession 
(a book, of course). Eddie and 
Molly-Jean are suddenly 
transported to India where they 
must use their word knowledge to 
solve a mystery and help a new 
friend save his school. 
 
This new series will follow the two 
best friends as they discover the 
hidden stories behind common 
words. Using their Awesome 
Enchanted Book and a healthy 
dose of imagination, the daring 
duo transport themselves to exotic 
locales, always encountering new 
adventures and learning how 
different cultures have contributed 



to the English language along the 
way. 

 

Like the Moon Love the Sky by Hena Khan 

 
Grade primary 

 
In this picture book, author Hena Khan shares 
her wishes for her children: "Inshallah you find 
wonder in birds as they fly. Inshallah you are 
loved, like the moon loves the sky." With vibrant 
illustrations and prose inspired by the Quran, 
this charming picture book is a heartfelt and 
universal celebration of a parent's unconditional 
love. 

 

Sleep, My Baby by Dr. Lena Allen-Shore with 
Jacques J.M. Shore 

 
Grade primary 

 
A board book featuring a sweetly illustrated and 
tender lullaby first composed by Holocaust 
survivor, Dr. Lena Allen-Shore for her son, 
Jacques, and then adapted further by them for 
this children’s book. 



 

The Gift of Ramadan by Rabiah York Lumbard 

 
Grade primary 

 
Sophia wants to fast for Ramadan this year. She 
tries to keep busy throughout the day so she 
won’t think about food. But when the smell of 
cookies is too much, she breaks her fast early. 
How can she be part of the festivities now? 

 


